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A short Introduction 

 

Pinterest has become one of the most popular social networking sites on the 

Internet.  As one pundit notes, it is the social media network that cannot be ignored. 

Reports and statistics about that this network indicate that Pinterest is in fact getting 

more referral traffic than Google plus, LinkedIn and YouTube combined. 1 Recent 

statistics show that it has over 1.9 billion monthly page views and that the average 

time per visit is over 14 minutes globally. 2 

The popularity of this network can possibly be best measured by the number of 

imitators that has sprung up in a remarkably short period of time. These include 

dozens of attempts to replicate the look and feel of this enormously successful site; 

such as Gentlemint.com, a Pinterest look-a-like directed at male interests and 

chill.com which focuses in videos, among others. The enthusiasm for the network is 

ascribed to its almost completely visual format and content, which includes 

thousands of images on every topic under the sun. Another factor is the incredibly 

user- friendly design of the network which makes it easy to share images with others.  

                                                           
1  (http://www.jeffbullas.com/2012/02/08/pinterest-drives-more-traffic-than-linkedin-and-google-

plus/) 

2
 http://www.jeffbullas.com/#IPVSUZim6V9oXfTr.99 

http://www.jeffbullas.com/2012/02/08/pinterest-drives-more-traffic-than-linkedin-and-google-plus/
http://www.jeffbullas.com/2012/02/08/pinterest-drives-more-traffic-than-linkedin-and-google-plus/
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However, this eBook is focused on a very practical aspect which is - what value does 

Pinterest hold for you? In other words, we will be looking at how you can benefit from 

Pinterest. If you want to promote your business, plan a wedding, design your kitchen 

or sell your art online, then this eBook will provide you with the insight to do these 

and other things on Pinterest.  

The way this book is structured 

The book is structured to make it as easy as possible for you to make use of various 

sections.  Firstly, we will briefly go over what Pinterest is and how to become part of 

the network and set up your Pinterest boards. The process of pinning, repining and 

sharing images will be explained – as will be the process of getting people to follow 

your image boards. The main part of this book will be devoted to various examples of 

how to make use of Pinterest.  

 

 

 

Starting up on Pinterest 

What exactly is Pinterest? 

Think of Pinterest as a very accessible and easy-to-use scrapbooking site. The basis 

of Pinterest is the boards that you can set up which can be themed. The premise that 

underlies this network is that the users of the site share images which are found on 

Have the freedom to go wild without paying wild prices! Unlimited downloads for a super 
low fixed monthly price. From R149 per month at Imaginet. 

http://www.imaginet.co.za/ADSL/#uncapped_products 

http://www.imaginet.co.za/ADSL/#uncapped_products
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other sites or uploaded from their mobile phones or computers. These images are 

pinned or uploaded to their boards and can be 'repinned 'or shared onto other 

boards. One can also like an image as one does on Facebook and other sites.  

 

 

 

In essence one shares links and photos as well as other content as one does on 

other social networking sites. The difference between this and other social networks 

lies in its strong visual aspect, which includes the sharing of videos.  Simply stated, 

Pinterest is a social network where the users share photos that they find online by 

“pinning” them, the equivalent of “liking” a status on Facebook or giving a +1 on 

Google.  

 How do you pin an image that you find on other sites online?  This process is 

simplified by a toolbar that one downloads via Pinterest and that can be placed on 

your browser bar. One click of on the 'pin it' icon and the image or images on the 

web page can be pinned onto your boards. Users can then view your collection of 

images and follow your boards and repin your images onto their boards – and of 
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course you can do the same. Sounds almost too simple, but once you begin using 

the network you will begin to see its potential for a number of uses.  

How to Begin 

Simply register at www.pinterest.com and begin creating your 'boards' of images. To 

add a board all one has to do is click on the Add button on the topbar.  

 

This opens a very intuitive and easy-to–use add section. 

 

Pinterest provides a number of ways in which you can add images to your boards. It 

offers a very useful "PIN IT" button that allows you pin images from any Website to 

your themes or categorized Pinterest boards.  

 

http://www.pinterest.com/
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Once installed in your browser, the “Pin It” button lets you select an image from any 

website and add it to one of your pinboards. This "pin" or image also contains the 

source link of the site.   

A very useful option – via the Add button referred to above- is the ability to add pins 

or images to your Pinterest site from your computer. By clicking on the Upload a Pin 

(see above) one can choose a file from your computer to upload to Pinterest. But the 

real fun is simply grabbing images as you explore the Internet.  

When you find a site that has images that you would like to use or pin then all you 

need to do is click on the "Pin It" button on your browser bar and you will be given 

the option to pin any of the images embedded on the webpage you're currently 

visiting. You'll also have the opportunity to choose which board you're pinning to and 

to describe your new pin. All images pinned to Pinterest automatically retain the url 

of their original sources!  

The interesting part of Pinterest is browsing through the various boards and themes. 

These can be accessed from the main page and from the category tab on the topbar.  
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The idea is to interact with the images and boards on the site.  There are a number 

of options:  you can like the pin, follow that person, follow a particular board and 

comment on the pin. One also has the option to repin the pin you like onto one of 

your themed boards.  

Pinterest is very well designed, the entire process is intuitive and accessible and 

once you begin, the process becomes natural and easy to follow. While many might 

think that this social network is just for fun and has no serious or business 

application – think again.  
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How Pinterest Can Work For You? 

While Pinterest might seem on the surface to be simply a network to share images it 

has a much greater potential than this. Many businesses have already made use of 

this network to market their products and increase their brand image and even sell 

items (more about this later). This is by no means the only way that you can use 

Pinterest. It is often used to plan a wedding or redecorate your house. It can be used 

The Recent Activity sidebar allows 

you to see who has been repinning 

and viewing your boards 

Remember that Imaginet is busy preparing an entire range of advanced eBooks on each 

social Network. These publications will be announced via Twitter at @imaginetsa; as well as 

on our Website (www.imaginet.co.za) and on our Facebook and Google Plus pages.  

http://www.imaginet.co.za/
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for research and to collate or collect images and information on certain topics – as 

well as a host of other possibilities, which are explored in the sections below.  

How Pinterest can work for you 

Pinterest as an organizer and planner 

One of the main advantages of Pinterest is that is it provides a wealth of visual ideas 

and possibilities for whatever project you are working on. A good example would be 

planning a wedding or other social occasion.  

 

A recent article titled Pinterest changes the way brides plan their weddings, states 

that Pinterest is "….changing the industry for vendors, planners and magazines". 

Readers of wedding planning publications are "…repinning other users' favorites, 

culling the Web for new stock and uploading their own pictures… Brides' 55 boards, 

supplied with fresh images every day, are gaining about 500 followers a week". 3 

If you are an event or conference planner then Pinterest offers a wealth of 

opportunity. You can, for example, use this site as an area for conceptualizing or 

                                                           
3
  Barker, O. 2012. http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/life/lifestyle/story/2012-04-11/pinterest-wedding-

planning/54188942/1 

http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/life/lifestyle/story/2012-04-11/pinterest-wedding-planning/54188942/1
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/life/lifestyle/story/2012-04-11/pinterest-wedding-planning/54188942/1
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brainstorming ideas.  You could do this by collecting images from Pinterest and 

elsewhere about your event and ask your team to contribute their ideas to your 

board. A good example of this use of Pinterest can be seen at Event planning. Hen's 

nights ( http://pinterest.com/sarahlstanford/event-planning-hen-s-nights/), where 

various images and ideas of  the event have been pinned to the board from different 

sources.  

 

 Pin Boards can be used not only to collect ideas from different sources but also as a 

collaboration area in the planning and running of an event.  

Another way to use Pinterest to plan and organize is through crowdsourcing 

Crowdsourcing involves outsourcing tasks to a widely distributed group of people; 

which means that input is received from people within the company as well from 

outside.   

http://pinterest.com/sarahlstanford/event-planning-hen-s-nights/
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An example of the use of Pinterest for conferencing is Q Centre, a Chicago 

conferencing area, which uses this social network to visually advertise its facilities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are a few ideas on how to use Pinterest for events 

 

 Using Pinterest boards to brainstorming to come up with event ideas. 

Important point: One could refer to many other examples of ways in which 

Pinterest is used to organize and plan events and activities. The point being 

made is that by using your creativity and imagination Pinterest can be useful for 

many purposes. It is also worthwhile to explore Pinterest and search for different 

boards and pinners who organize and plan.  
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 Crowdsourcing ideas for conferences by asking people to submit images to 

the board, suggesting conference topics.  

 Creating virtual portfolios with photos and videos of your events. 

 Pinterest is excellent for using image to promote or market holiday 

destinations.  

 Pinterest Boards have also been used to highlight Web promotions; for 

example, the recent Imaginet promotion of its Movember drive for funds for 

Men's health. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Important Point: A very important aspect of using Pinterest is to realize that 

this is an intensely visual network. In other words, the image that you use to 

promote your products, services or events should be of good quality, interesting 

and visually enticing.  

Did you know that Imaginet can manage the ADSL portion of your telephone line? By 

migrating your line to Imaginet you can save up to R360.00 per year, plus we'll manage 

the line for you. The line transfer is free of charge, so don't wait! Give us a call today! 086 

111-1101.  

http://www.imaginet.co.za/html/misc/emails/newsletters/July2012/TelkomLineChanges.ht

ml 

http://www.imaginet.co.za/html/misc/emails/newsletters/July2012/TelkomLineChanges.html
http://www.imaginet.co.za/html/misc/emails/newsletters/July2012/TelkomLineChanges.html
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Business, Marketing and Promotion 

The question that many people ask is just how does one use a scrapbooking site for 

business purposes and how can a site like Pinterest increase brand recognition and 

turnover? The fact is that Pinterest provides an exceptionally easy to access virtual 

environment which already has the advantage of having millions of users – this 

makes it a perfect site for promoting your business and its products or developing 

your brand name.  

A good example of business profiting from exposure in Pinterest is Boticca.com.   

 

This company integrates 'pinning' buttons on all its web pages. 

 

 

 

This button on the web site brings up a 

Pinterest popup that allows you to choose and 

pin an image to one of your boards. The pin 

will refer back to the Bottica site and attract 

prospective customers. 
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As a result they found that most of their referrals came from Pinterest, which in real 

terms translates into about ten percent of the company's sales. This compares well 

with about seven percent from Facebook. What is even more enlightening from a 

modern business viewpoint is the fact that Boticca has found that its users spend 

twice as much time on their Pinterest boards than on the Facebook pages. 

 

 

 

 

Businesses have also used Pinterest to their advantage by being aware of the 

popular trends and topics that people pin to their boards. In other words, by 

observing the choices that people make in selecting and sharing images, the 

marketer can determine trends and needs in the market. Pinterest can also be used 

to monitor your competition by being aware of their product boards and comments.  

 

 

 

The intersection between business and  Pinterest topics can be seen in the way 

magazines and publications on food related subjects have become aware of the fact 

that one of the most popular topics on Pinterest are images of  food and recipes. For 

example, Pennsylvania-based Smart Magazine has seized the opportunity to use 

Pinterest to promote their recipes and restaurant reviews.  

Tip: When searching for your competitors on Pinterest you should type the 

name of the company in the search box, and then choose People in order to 

find its direct boards, and not just pins that mention the name of the company. 

Very Important: To get a Pinterest button for your web site go to the ABOUT 

link on the top of the Pinterest Page and click on "goodies". Scroll down and 

follow the instruction in the “Follow Button” for Websites 
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However, food is not the only subject that can be promoted on Pinterest and 

businesses that deal with music, technology, health and other services and products 

can use this social network to attract followers and promote their service or products. 

Publications like Women's Health use a wide range of themed boards to attract users 

to the articles on their site.   
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Tips on Using Pinterest for your Business 

The most obvious way to use Pinterest for business purposes is to pin images and 

short descriptions of your products on your boards.

 

The idea is that as your site becomes more popular and the more followers you gain, 

more people will share and repin your images. One can also add depth to your 

boards by dividing them into suitable product categories that can be shared with 

others.  

As with all networking sites, developing a following is essential as this will ensure 

that more of your images will be repined onto other boards. In order to achieve this 

one should not just focus on product boards but should also have other boards on 

Remember that Imaginet is busy preparing an entire range of advanced eBooks on each social 

Network. These publications will be announced via Twitter at @imaginetsa; as well as on our 

Website (www.imaginet.co.za) and on our Facebook and Google Plus pages.  

http://www.imaginet.co.za/
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your Pinterest site that can excite the interest of a broad range of users. In other 

words, it is important to show something of your interests and concepts that can be 

associated with your business; for example, if you sell paint products you could 

develop associated boards that explore the use of colour in nature.  

 

Selling from Pinterest 

It is also possible to use Pinterest as a sales platform. When you create an entry for 

your pins, you can add a price tag. With this option you can then add a link, pointing 

back to your Web site. Items added in this way are automatically included in the 

“gifts” section on Pinterest, which is a virtual catalogue of gift ideas. Be sure to select 

your best photos for pinning, and include an evocative description. 

Here is how the process works. First click on the add link at the top of your Pinterest 

page.  
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Depending on where the image of your product resides, you can either enter the 

URL address of the Web page or upload the image or pin from your computer. In this 

example we have uploaded a test image from our computer.  

 

 

 

The image that we have created just for this example is then uploaded:  
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When you type in a description of your product you can include a $ sign with the 

price. The price will then be neatly included in the image. Don’t forget to add a link 

back to your site where the product can be purchased.  For this test example we 

have created a fictitious price appropriate to the value of the product.  
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Click on the Pin It button and you have an image and link to your site:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points to remember when promoting your Pinterest Boards 

The above discussion refers to only a few ways in which the design simplicity and 

visual richness of Pinterest can be creatively developed. The following are general 

pointers that will help you to get the most out of your Pinterest boards.  

 Your profile is important on all social networking sites – ensure that you 

feature your business name on your profile for maximum exposure.  

Important link: A Good video that shows you how simple it is to sell a 

product on Pinterest is   How to sell products on Pinterest Pinboards 

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ljKbC1OF9M) 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ljKbC1OF9M
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 Add a paragraph about who you are and what you’re interested in to the 

“About” section on your Pinterest profile. Add your website URL in your 

profile. 

 Connect to both your Facebook and Twitter accounts from Pinterest. This will 

increase your following..  

 Pin new items constantly, this will tend to keep your followers coming back. 

 Creativity is the key – your board names should be interesting and attract user 

attention.   

 As in all social networks, interaction is essential.  On Pinterest you can 

comment on other people’s pins.  

  “Like” other people’s pins when you approve of their content. 

 Your pins should be creaed from a variety of different sources; including a 

wide range of different website and your own images.   

 There are relatively few videos on Pinterest at present. You can attract 

attention by pinning interesting videos from your own sources and from sites 

like You Tube.   

 



 Imaginet 23 
 

 It is important to optimize your website site for Pinterest sharing.  You can 

also use hyperlinks, hashtags and keywords in your Descriptions so that your 

site is easier to find.  

 

 

What else can you use Pinterest for….? 

Using Pinterest to Find a Job 

There are many other ways in which you can this versatile social networking site. 

One can even use it to find work. In the first instance, Pinterest is extremely useful 

as a source of ideas and inspiration for the job seeker. For example, if you are 

interested in a career in architecture you could browse the architecture category of 

Pinterest for inspiration.  

…. Create a Resume… 

Pinterest can also be used to build your virtual portfolio online. One can use boards 

to create a visually appealing resume for prospective employers or clients to view. 

One could even use the social network to search for prospective employers, as more 

and more companies and organizations are joining Pinterest.  

Advanced Tip:  if you have a WordPress site you can feature your recent 

pins in a widget in your WordPress sidebar by using a Pinterest widget. 
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….Or create a photographic or art portfolio 

For example, if you are a designer or artist you could create boards of your work 

which could be linked to your website.  
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There is little doubt that Pinterest is an extremely attractive and enticing network. 

However, as this eBook has emphasized, Pinterest and the visual cornucopia that it 

offers can be used and leveraged for a multitude of purposes. Among these is 

business and product promotion as well as acting as a creative area for research on 

almost any topic. The fact is that this network is being increasingly used by large 

companies to strengthen their brand presence and to motivate clients to buy their 

products and make use of their services. 

The purpose of the eBook has been to introduce the reader to some of the 

possibilities that a site like Pinterest offers the user. On the one hand you can use 

this network simply to share images that you find to be interesting and exciting in a 

certain context. On the other hand you can use the site to promote your services or 

products and to increase the number of visitors to your site. Many pundits claim that 

at the very least every organization and business should host Pinterest boards for 

the insight that it provides into the personality and character of that company. This, 

they contend, will have an impact on sales and brand awareness among consumers.  

 

 

Finally – some new free applications that will assist you. 

Tip: After you pin a new image using the very handy Pinterest browser 

bookmarklet use its built-in social media prompts to re-share your pin on Twitter 

and Facebook. 

Imaginet: non-contract solutions offering unshaped data. Each package includes 5 static 

IPs, a free co.za domain registration, free Micro hosting and the router rental. 

http://www.imaginet.co.za/ADSL/#business_products 
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Pinpuff– an application that can help you to measure the popularity of your Pinterest 

site – or your Pin-influence.  

An unusual and very interesting online application is Pin A Quote, which allows you 

to post a quote to Pinterest.  It enables you to highlight a quote on any website and 

pin it as a quote. (http://pinaquote.com/) 

Pin Search is an extension for the Chrome browser that allows you to find more 

related photos and information of a photo you found on Pinterest. It provides 

information relating to any images found on the site and to find similar images. 

(https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/pin-search--image-search-

/okiaciimfpgbpdhnfdllhdkicpmdoakm) 

A very useful site is Url2pin (http://url2pin.it/) which is a free tool to help you share 

your websites on Pinterest. Often one comes across a site that one would like to pin 

but there are no images to pin. This is where url2pin.it comes in handy. It takes a 

screenshot of the page and uploads it as a pin to Pinterest.  

  

This is only a glance at the many new applications aimed at increasing your 

productivity on Pinterest. This eBook will be constantly updated to let 

you know of new applications and changes to Pinterest. Thanks for reading our 

eBook and Follow us for updates and new books on - 

Twitter    Facebook    Google Plus   LinkedIn :  Pinterest 

 
Have the freedom to go wild without paying wild prices! Unlimited downloads for a super 

low fixed monthly price. From R149 per month at Imaginet. 
http://www.imaginet.co.za/ADSL/#uncapped_products 

 

http://pinpuff.com/
http://pinaquote.com/
http://pinaquote.com/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/okiaciimfpgbpdhnfdllhdkicpmdoakm
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/pin-search--image-search-/okiaciimfpgbpdhnfdllhdkicpmdoakm
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/pin-search--image-search-/okiaciimfpgbpdhnfdllhdkicpmdoakm
http://url2pin.it/
http://twitter.com/imaginetsa
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Imaginet-Internet-Services/283973295977
https://plus.google.com/u/0/118310441567191101201/posts
http://www.linkedin.com/company/785003
http://pinterest.com/imaginetsa/
http://www.imaginet.co.za/ADSL/#uncapped_products
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